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Presmbie 1o CALFED Record of Dscision

This Record of Declsion adopts & pragrammmtic environmental assessment of
a proferred altarmative. This Dacision will make t rossibla to bagin the process of
site specHic snvironmental assessmants and sarly implementation of many well
dafined and badly nasdod écmpanenu of the overall plan. Howsver, In some

~ jmpurtant respeits the ROD can only be regarded as the selection of a preferred

approach to management of s Dalta anad fis watershed. This appraach hes ysz Ta
be analyzed for viability and then developed and mnd!ﬁcd over tims. Canflicts
amang objectives have yet 1o be analyzed and balancad within the availability of
limited resources. LUncertaintias in scismne and rachnology will require flaxibility,
but substantial commitments should not be hassd on highly speculative
judgements. The preferred altornatdva commits 1o a "thtbugh-nalta" conveyancs
of water for axpart, and to tha pursuit ot measures to improve water quality.
prowctan of fish, and to clasing the gap hatwasn water supply and demand. atc.
The purposs of this preambls is 1o commhi CALFED 10 making the analyses tha: are
nsaded (s) to develop and bettar define the preferrad alternative, and (b] ta assure
that there is a carefully considersd balance amang goals that campates for fimited
rasources, and (c) to ssmbiish the ground rules and baundaries that will govermn the
further devsiopmemt of ths prefarred altarnative and its major componsnts 12 &

stage of development and spacificity that can than bs implsmented. Thesa
commitments fall roughly into several catsgories.

Genaral Category ‘
® CALFED commiss tn compliance with tho Mission statement that

"Solutions will snlv- probloms in all ptubbm arsas. Improvement for

soms problams wlﬂ nat be mads without cpyr ::?1;..

rov-mom:
far other probiers™. and CALFED will cvo:d’

oted impacts™. In
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this cantext “prablem arseas” are now undsrstoed o includs. for '
exampie. hath tarrestrial and aquatic hebitat, both export and area of
arigin including the Delta) water supply snd quality: land and other
resaurce nosds far sech of urban, environmental. and agricuitural
purposss as the powﬁﬂon qrows: stc.. More adeguate water quality,
for mmpi.. far ans purposs of rogion of use does not substune for
less adequate wate: quality far another purpogs or region of usae.

® CALPED pledyes that svery broad or 3ite specific measure for
achiaving a CALFED gosl! will be analyzed technically and impardaily
befors adopton and implementation in order to assure compliancs
with CALFED’s principies, compatihility with ather guals. aveldance of
third party and cumulative impacts,and for a balanced usa of limited
natural and financial resources. This will bs done and ravisions of the
plan made by a procsss cavared sisewhers in tha ROD. -

® In providing for the nesds of Callfomia‘s enviranment and grawing

populstion aver the life af tha plan CALFED will not rely on depistion
ot navural soil and groundwalsy resources.

Thraugh-Qalia Canveyance

In devaloping an opdmum plan for through-Delta conveyancs of winr for

expori the anafyses and requiremonts ot the plan will inciude hut not be fimited 10
ths following. »

. The preferrad llumldva for thraugh-Delta convayanae and

interralatad pians will bs fully snalyzsd and modifiad u.n_ocmarv'tc
comply with all of the State’s owvant and futurs water salinity and
dissoived oxygen mandards. '

It will alsa be optimized for compatibie and balancad pravisien for
in-Delta habitat and fish protsoton. in-Oafta watet quality. sxport
water quality, protection of ad'aqn_aau South Delts water lsvels,
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vanu of flood flaws, seismic risk. e1c.. Local sxpertive will be
fully utillzed in making thls assassmant.
&  This optimization will inotude considerasion of attsrmative wavs to get
Sacramento watar to the Central Deita with balanced protection of
fishery. Tha altarnatives considersd, will include rpal tima flow contral
i e oot S T et B B T
Steamboat Slough. madificarion of fiow patterns by dredging, flow
control harrisrs, hahavioral and screened conwol of fiah. ate. .
Optimization may also include s naw channe! from the Sacramema
River ta the Mokelunme chanmele providing tha it ia physically limited
in capseivy 10 not mare than 2000 cfs and can not readily ba
sxpanded in capacity. ‘
if thers in any study of an tsolated convayance facility as s backup In
tha event that an uyﬁnized through-Dalta system pmva" inadequate
as a balanced method of protecting all interasts, then the study must
be indapendent af tha eptimizing pracsss so that proponents of such a
canal can nat jeapardize that optimization pracess.
® _The judgement as to whather the through-Defta conveyance system
has been optimized, and the judgement us to whathar It has besn
adequately tested must he mads after all major fsatures havs besn in

piace snd resuits have been monitored through & rapresentative series
af hydraulis situstions. This assessmant must then he made by an

' apen process which includes deofiberatian by all intarests that are

direcdy affectad by water managesment in the Cantral Valley
watershed.

 Water Supply
CALFED will promptly farecust a rangs of probablas water supply needs in
and from the Cenival Valley 1o meset the rsasonable funire needs for urhan,

. /gMM e lne cnwm.M:A/M/ "7@44;, W
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snvironmantal. and agricultural purposss mroughout the fife of the CALFED plan
 and haw much Is nzeded o avoid long term overdraft of groundwater.

“The snvironmantal nesd will be hased on CALFED's progasad M
rastoration plan. The urbar smed Will be hiased on urban ostimatss of nesd with

due regard to predictad populstian growth. The sgricultural nsed will be
considsred to be within a range for which the lowsr snd would maintain the
average isvs! of consumptive watsr use that has been availstila aver tha past
decade for the producton of agricultural praduces. The upper and of the range
would mainvain this samas lsvel of water for consumptive uss on a per capita basis
aver time as the populaﬁun grows.

CALFED will then assesa ths exient that this overall naed can reafistically be
expeciod 1o bs met with existing infrasgucwure and how much more whth {a) -
realistically ich‘i:vm; impravemant in muttiple use of sxisting supplies, (b) realistc
impravement itycm ing wy-dlatriees: () raalivtc recycling of streamflows. and (d)
mllsﬁuallv achiavabia desalinization of water otherwiss too saity for reuss by
methads that includs the dmposad of salt and that are cemmenaurate wh.h the /7%, e Y
“%rrave cost of water development.

This then will provmt a range of probabla shortags ln water aupply aver the
life of the plan. CALFED will than examine the physiaal feasibility of davsioping
enough increase in watar supply to avokl this shorﬁn-. It will examina ths moat
cost stffective and the least _unvimumimally damaging wavs to provide this
incresss in supply. it wilf sxamine the environmental, soeial, and other eosts it the
supply is not provided & water shorntage is”shared In a balancad manner
smang the enviranmental, utbun. and agricultural needs. it will examina the
increase in vadus of water that would be necessary to justfy the cost of the
naaded additional water supply. and the {cad tims nacessary 10 incraass the
supply. : ' _

Afer theus anajysss are _avdlabh there will be an open process of evaluating

_the results and detarmining to what degrea the legislature and the slectorats wish
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1o clase the gep between supply and demand versus living with the consequences
of a funure shortage.

Waver Quality | |
~ Wnter quality improvemant for ona region or purposs of use will not be
made in & way that would degrade tha desirable quality af water far another ragian

or purpose of uss. Howaver, tha water qualky thut is desirable ditfers for diffarent
usas. Wawsr wades can, tharsfore. provide » nst bensfit, but must bs avoided if
hey cause or exacerbats problams of sait dispasal, degrade graundwater quality.
or reducs the opporsunisy for multinls use or reuss of water by purties othsr Yhan
the trunafsror.

New water dsveiopmant usually pravidas high qualihy water, and this can

provids an overafl watar quality improvement which is nat adverse to any user or

purpose af use. However, manipulation of the new supply to benafit quality for &
pardoular puspose of use mey diminish ths porental magnituds of the naw supply.

“Fho-uev-of-newsapplies will oot be mads in ways thas-reduce e PO Yor
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